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Please turn to Mark 10.

Introduction:
The title of our lesson this morning is simply “Bartimaeus”.
Bartimaeus being a blind man whom the Lord Jesus Christ 
healed in the course of His ministry here on earth.

-As you know, those of us who are asked to teach a Sunday 
School lesson are given an outline with the scripture 
passage in view.
-Typically, the passage assigned will begin where there is a 
paragraph mark such as in verse 46 of Mark 10 where the 
account of Bartimaeus begins.
-But the outline I was given has us starting in verse 45 
which is the conclusion of the previous passage where our 
Lord Jesus Christ is responding to a request from two of 
His disciples, James and John the sons of Zebedee, that 
they be allowed to sit on the Lord’s right hand and on His 
left hand when He reigns in His glory.
-We will actually begin reading in Mark 10:42.

-Read Mark 10:42-45
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-Here Jesus is teaching the principle of leadership through 
servanthood or leadership through service..
-Before the apostles can govern the affairs of Christ’s 
church on earth and guide men into living holy lives, well 
pleasing unto the Lord, they must first learn how to 
minister to others and, indeed, learn to lay down their lives 
for the Lord’s sheep as the Lord would ultimately lay down
His own life.
-In the books that our Brother James has written he uses 
particular quotations to accompany chapter headings.
One quotation that he used was from Philip of Macedon 
who stated (and I’m paraphrasing):
-“I know that my son Alexander will one day make a great 
general because he, more than anyone, knows how to obey 
orders”.
-Before a man preaches and teaches the word of God he 
should first learn to obey the word of God in order for 
anyone to take him seriously and view him as an example 
of how a Christian should live.
-But this principle of leadership through service has a 
broader application which extends to all of us.
-As we have opportunity, in our daily lives, to give our 
individual testimonies to family, friends, neighbors, and 
coworkers in an attempt to lead them to saving faith in 
Jesus Christ they will be observing us to see if we are living
in submission to the word of God and judging us to see if 
we ourselves take seriously our most holy faith.
-James 2:18 says that the world wants to see our faith by 
our works.
-In the account of Bartimaeus we will see the Lord Jesus as 
both leader and servant.
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Read Mark 10:46-52

(Mark 10:46 [KJV])
And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of 
Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people,
blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the 
highway side begging.

v.46 Notice how this man was known for his infirmity.
-He was not merely Bartimaeus but “blind” Bartimaeus.
-Blind Bartimaeus pictures the lost man who is dead in his 
sins.
(2Cor 4:3 [KJV]) says:
But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:
(2Cor 4:4 [KJV])
In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
unto them.

-God’s perspective of people who do not believe the gospel 
is that they are blind.
-Theirs is a mental blindness by which they do not see 
themselves as separated from God and therefore will not 
receive the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour who is ready, 
willing, and able to take away their sins and reconcile them 
to the Father in heaven.
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v.46 Notice that blind Bartimaeus “sat” by the highway side
begging.
This man wasn’t going anywhere.
-Because he was blind he could not partake of the joys of 
living a normal life.
-He could not work because he could not see.
-That he sat by the “highway side” seems to indicate that he
probably lived on the fringes of normal society outside of 
the town, apart from the community at large.
-That he was relegated to begging for an income rather than
being able to earn an income shows how completely 
dependent he was on the grace and mercy of those who 
walked by him everyday to take pity on him and bestow 
some gift upon him.
-So there he is…blind, sitting, begging, separated and 
living a totally unproductive life.

-That’s how God sees lost sinners.
-As blind because they don’t believe the gospel.
-As sitting because they’re making no progress in their 
spiritual lives.
-As beggars because they’re seeking relevance from the 
vain philosophies and false religions of this world instead 
of from their Maker, Jesus Christ.
-Again, as beggars because they seek comfort from 
indulging in their vices instead of seeking real, lasting 
comfort which can only come from the Comforter Himself, 
the Holy Spirit.
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-And as separated from God because they’re not in the 
kingdom of God.
-They have not had the new birth that Jesus said was 
necessary to enter the kingdom of God.
-Therefore, they have no fellowship with God.
-God is holy and He cannot and will not fellowship with 
sinners until they first repent of their unbelief and come to 
the Him through His Son.

Verse 47
(Mark 10:47 [KJV])
And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
began to cry out, and say, Jesus, [thou] Son of David, 
have mercy on me.

-It is very likely that Bartimaeus heard of the fame of Jesus 
as the Lord went about preaching and teaching and healing 
throughout the land.

(Luke 4:14 [KJV])
And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into 
Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all 
the region round about.

-When he heard that Jesus was nearby Bartimaeus did what
only a poor, humble man would do having recognized his 
need; he unashamedly cried out to the Lord saying: “Jesus, 
thou Son of David, have mercy on me”.
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-This is a very important point.
-In many respects we, as westerners and as Gentiles, and 
being separated from these events by two thousand years of
human history, do not fully grasp the implications of 
Bartimaeus’ address to Jesus.
-Bartimaeus called Jesus: “Son of David”.
-In so doing what he did was acknowledge publicly that he 
believed Jesus to be the Christ, the Lord’s “anointed” of 
Psalm 2:2, the “Messiah” of Daniel 9:25, the son who was
promised in Isaiah 9:6-7 who will one day sit on the 
throne of David forever.

(Isa 9:6 [KJV])
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.
(Isa 9:7 [KJV])
Of the increase of [his] government and peace [there 
shall be] no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment 
and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal
of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

-Bartimaeus had to have known the holy scriptures in order
to call Jesus: “Son of David”.
-The Pharisees most certainly knew the scripture.
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(Matt 22:41 [KJV])
While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus 
asked them,
(Matt 22:42 [KJV])
Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They
say unto him, [The Son] of David.

-Which brings us to verse 48.
(Mark 10:48 [KJV])
And many charged him that he should hold his peace: 
but he cried the more a great deal, [Thou] Son of David,
have mercy on me.

-That’s outrageous!
-Here’s a poor, blind beggar crying out for help from the 
One man whom everyone there knows is able to heal him 
and here they are trying to shut him up and prevent that 
man from coming to Jesus.
-That’s outrageous!

-How many people today will not come to Jesus for the 
saving of their soul  because their spouse holds them back 
or their friends ridicule Christianity?
That is equally outrageous!

-Who are these people anyway charging Bartimaeus, 
ordering him to keep quiet?

-They show up in Matthew 21:15.
Please turn there.
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(Matt 21:15 [KJV])
And when the chief priests and scribes saw the 
wonderful things that he did, and the children crying in
the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; 
they were sore displeased,

That’s who they were.
The religious authorities.
The same ones who knew that Christ would be the Son of 
David.
They rejected Jesus because of their envy of Him as we 
learn from the Roman govenor Pontius Pilate in (Mark 
15:10).
Therefore, they also rejected Him as Christ, the Son of 
David.

-Although Bartimaeus, this poverty-stricken beggar, was 
physically blind he possessed a spiritual insight that the 
educated class of Pharisees, scribes, and elders did not 
possess, though they could see.

(John 9:39 [KJV])
And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this 
world, that they which see not might see; and that they 
which see might be made blind.
(John 9:40 [KJV])
And [some] of the Pharisees which were with him heard
these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also?
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(John 9:41 [KJV])
Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have 
no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin 
remaineth.

-Bartimaeus could call Jesus “Son of David” because he 
believed the scriptures and would be rewarded for his faith.
-The Pharisees, who could see and read the scriptures, did 
not believe the scriptures and therefore did not believe in 
Jesus.
-Because they rejected the written word they automatically 
rejected the living Word manifest in the flesh.
-They would reap the reward of their unbelief.

-Jesus told them plainly in John 8:24
I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: 
for if ye believe not that I am [he], ye shall die in your 
sins.

-There are many religious and highly educated people 
today who say they believe in Jesus and the Holy Bible but 
reject what the Holy Spirit wrote concerning Jesus Christ.
-Mormons, so-called Jehovah’s Witnesses, Calvinists, Jews,
Protestants, Catholics, Seventh Day Adventists.
-They all have one thing in common.
-They get their doctrine from some extra-biblical source of 
information be it their catechism, or their denominational 
confession, or the writings of their founders, or their 
traditions.
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-We are to reject their doctrine.
-We are to reject their teachings.
-God’s Authorized Version of the Holy Bible is all we need 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness that we may be perfect, that is, spiritually 
mature and throughly furnished unto all good works (2Tim 
3:16).

-As for these religious hereticks that wrest the holy 
scriptures to their own destruction… (2Pet 3:16)…Jesus 
said…
(Matt 15:14 [KJV])
Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And 
if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.
-Simply put, don’t believe what they believe.
-Believe your Holy Bible.

-We find something else in verse 48.
-Here we see the sinner’s plea.
-Here we see the petition of a contrite heart seeking pity 
upon one who knows he cannot help himself which is why 
he refused to be silent when he called on the Lord.
-Here we see the real sinner’s prayer:
“Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me”.
-That’s all it takes to be saved.
(Rom 10:13 [KJV])
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.
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How about you?
Are you here this morning knowing full well that you need 
to be saved?
(2Pet 3:9 [KJV])
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 
men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance.

-How about you Christian?
As a saved man I have prayed that prayer many times.
“Lord, have mercy on me”.
I have prayed for mercy often because I needed it often, 
and still do.
How is it with you, Christian?
Do you need mercy today?
(1John 1:8 [KJV])
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us.
(1John 1:9 [KJV])
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

11



Verse 49
(Mark 10:49 [KJV])
And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call 
the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth 
thee.

Amazing!
-Just one verse prior “many charged him that he should hold his 
peace”.
-The crowd kept telling that blind man to keep quiet.
-But as soon as the Lord “commanded him to be called” these two-
faced, religious hypocrites, immediately changed their tune and 
said to the blind man:
“Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee”.

-Do you remember what Nicodemus, the Pharisee, said to Jesus in John3:2?
…Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man 
can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.

-The Pharisees “knew” that Jesus came from God which is why He
taught them as [one] having authority, and not as the scribes (Matt 7:29).

-And by the Pharisees acknowledging His miracles they 
recognized that the power of God was with Him.

And yet, for all that, they preferred for that blind man to continue 
living in darkness rather than to receive healing from Jesus.
So it is with the religious hypocrites of today.
They say they know the Lord but the moment you make a move 
toward the Lord Jesus and away from the darkness of their 
religious traditions they become angry and try to discourage you.
Those of you who left the religious traditions of your family when 
you converted to Christ  know exactly what I’m talking about.
Jesus Christ is superior to religion.
Don’t let anyone keep you from seeking, serving, and obeying the Lord 
Jesus Christ.
He alone is worthy of our dedication and devotion.
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-The Book of Mark pictures Jesus as a servant.
-And indeed, we see Jesus serving as a teacher to his 
disciples and ministering healing to this blind man.
-And yet we also see Him in His capacity as one who gives
commands and as one who has authority and power from 
God.
-Jesus leads and Jesus serves.
-Leadership through service.
We are called by God to do the same thing.
-In preaching the gospel we lead others to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ.
-In teaching the Holy Bible we minister the word of God 
for the perfecting of the church.
-Jesus successfully maintained the proper balance of these 
two roles in His life on earth.
-His example of leading and serving, at the same time, is a 
pattern for us to follow.

-We see also that when Bartimaeus “cried the more a great 
deal” in verse 48 that the scripture says in verse 49: “And 
Jesus stood still”.
-We see the Lord’s attention being arrested not by a simple 
cry for help or even a plea for mercy.
-I believe that what caused Jesus to immediately stop and 
call Bartimaeus was the blind man’s recognition and public
acknowledgment that Jesus is indeed the Son of David, the 
promised Messiah.
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Jesus said in (Matt 10:32 [KJV])
Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him 
will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.

-In Bartimaeus, Jesus found someone who was willing to 
confess Him openly before all men.
-And when they tried to silence him he simply “cried the 
more a great deal”.

Verse 50
(Mark 10:50 [KJV])
And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to 
Jesus.

-Why did Bartimaeus cast away his garment?
-Please turn to the Book of Jonah chapter 3.
-In the Book of Jonah, the prophet preached to the city of 
Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian empire.
And the people of that wicked city repented at the 
preaching of Jonah.
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(Jonah 3:3 [KJV])
So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to 
the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding 
great city of three days' journey.
(Jonah 3:4 [KJV])
-And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey,
and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown.
(Jonah 3:5 [KJV])
So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed 
a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 
even to the least of them.
(Jonah 3:6 [KJV])
For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose 
from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and 
covered [him] with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.

-The scripture says in Jonah 3:6 that the king “laid his robe
from him” because now he was going to put on sackcloth 
and sit in ashes in fasting and repentance.
-The king did not cast away his garment but simply “laid 
his robe from him” because he knew he would put his robe 
back on again after the period of fasting and mourning for 
sins would be ended, should God spare the city, which He 
did.
-However, Bartimaeus rose casting away his garment.
That is, he threw it away.
-He discarded his beggars garment.
-Why did he do that?
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-Because he had faith in the Son of David and that blind 
man heard of the fame of Jesus of Nazareth and he 
believed that the Son of David could heal him and take 
away his blindness and allow him to see.
-He had faith that if he came to Jesus he would never need 
that beggars garment again.
-He cast it away from him never to take it up again, never 
to put it on again.
-Notice carefully that there is no record in the passage that 
after Jesus healed him that he went back to pick up the 
beggars garment and put it on again.
-He left it where he cast it…in the dirt.

-When we became saved, when we were reconciled to God
through faith in the Son of God did we not cast away our 
old sins and bad habits or did we just lay them aside from 
us, like the king of Nineveh laid his robe from him, only to 
take them up again?

Please turn to Romans 13:11
(Rom 13:11 [KJV])
And that, knowing the time, that now [it is] high time to
awake out of sleep: for now [is] our salvation nearer 
than when we believed.
(Rom 13:12 [KJV])
The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us 
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put 
on the armour of light.
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(Rom 13:13 [KJV])
Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in
strife and envying.
(Rom 13:14 [KJV])
But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not 
provision for the flesh, to [fulfil] the lusts [thereof].

-God commands us to cast off and God commands us to 
put on.
-We are to cast off the works of darkness.
-We are to put on the Lord Jesus Christ.
-We are to cast off the beggars garment of our old life in 
the world never to take it up again.
-We are to now put on and wear the Lord Jesus Christ like 
an armour of light. 

-Next in verse 50, we see that Bartimaeus rose.
-He rose and came to Jesus in response to the call of Jesus 
Christ.
-The end of verse 49 says ”Be of good comfort, rise, he 
calleth thee”. 
-Christ is still calling people today.
-He’s calling sinners to be saved and He’s calling saints to 
be sanctified.

17



Verse 51
(Mark 10:51 [KJV])
And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou 
that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto 
him, Lord, that I might receive my sight.

-Jesus, the leader, commanded that Bartimaeus be called.
-And now that Bartimaeus has answered the call of Jesus 
Christ;
-Jesus, the servant, offers His service to the blind man;
“What wilt thou that I should do unto thee?

-The blind man’s humble petition:
”Lord, that I might receive my sight”.
-Bartimaeus called Him, “Lord”.
-An acknowledgment of Jesus’ authority to govern the lives
of men.
-Bartimaeus petitioned for a miracle, “ that I might receive 
my sight”.
-An acknowledgment of Jesus’ power to affect the lives of 
men for good.

-His petition was clear, direct, and specific.
-This should be the pattern for us when we pray in faith.
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Verse 52
(Mark 10:52 [KJV])
And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath 
made thee whole. And immediately he received his 
sight, and followed Jesus in the way.

On that day Jesus saved Bartimaeus when He said, “ thy 
faith hath made thee whole’.
Now, someone might object to that statement and say: “Oh,
no, he didn’t “save” him.
The Lord merely “healed” him.

Keep your finger in Mark 10 and please turn to the parallel
passage in Luke 18.

(Luke 18:38 [KJV])
And he cried, saying, Jesus, [thou] Son of David, have 
mercy on me.
(Luke 18:39 [KJV])
And they which went before rebuked him, that he 
should hold his peace: but he cried so much the more, 
[Thou] Son of David, have mercy on me.
(Luke 18:40 [KJV])
And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought 
unto him: and when he was come near, he asked him,
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(Luke 18:41 [KJV])
Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And 
he said, Lord, that I may receive my sight.
(Luke 18:42 [KJV])
And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith 
hath saved thee.

Mark 10:52… thy faith hath made thee whole.

To be saved is to be made whole; that is complete, full, 
entire.
If you are saved you are whole, you are complete, you are 
full, you are entire in Christ Jesus.
If you are not saved you are not whole, you are not 
complete, you are not full, you are not entire because you 
are not trusting in Christ Jesus for your reconciliation with 
God.

Notice also in verse 52 “ And immediately he received his 
sight…”.
Salvation is immediate.
The lost sinner receives eternal life the very moment He 
comes to Jesus and calls on the name of the Lord.

Trust Jesus.
Get saved.
Be whole.
Be complete.
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Finally, in verse 52
... And immediately he received his sight, and followed 
Jesus in the way.
At the beginning of the verse Jesus told Bartimaeus, “Go 
thy way”.
Jesus gave Bartimaeus liberty to go his own way if he 
chose to do so.
Jesus did not command Bartimaeus to follow Him.
When Bartimaeus received his sight the first face he saw 
was that our blessed Lord Jesus Christ.
Bartimaeus chose the right way.
The end of verse 52 says, “…and followed Jesus in the 
way”.
Those of us whom Jesus has saved, those of us whom Jesus
has made whole and complete owe it to Him to follow Him
in the way.

In our hymn books we sing a lot songs which were written 
by a nineteenth century hymn writer who was blind.
Her name was Frances Jane van Alystyne.
We know her as Fanny Crosby.
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Frances Jane van Alystyne (Fanny Crosby)
1820-1915

Hymn Writer

Quotes:

When commenting about her blindness, our sister 
Fanny said: 

"It seemed intended by the blessed providence of 
God that I should be blind all my life, and I thank him 
for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were 
offered me tomorrow I would not accept it. I might not 
have sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been 
distracted by the beautiful and interesting things 
about me."

If I had a choice, I would still choose to remain 
blind...for when I die, the first face I will ever see will 
be the face of my blessed Saviour."

End
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