
The following are notes on the Tabernacle in the wilderness for a Sunday School lesson 
taught in THE BIBLE Baptist Church of Deland on September 23, 2012.  Because of the 
enormity of this subject and because of the time constraint in which to present the lesson 
only a brief overview of the Tabernacle was possible with special focus on the furniture 
of the Tabernacle.  Exodus 25 was the chapter assigned for the lesson.  However, Exodus 
chapters 26, 27, 30, 31, 40 and Numbers 2 and 4 also provide information regarding the 
Tabernacle.

***

THE TABERNACLE

Exodus 25, 26, 27, 30, 31, 40
Numbers 2, 4

PATTERN

WHAT IS THE TABERNACLE?

Physically, the structure of the tabernacle was a tented area 
comprised of boards of shittim wood which stood upright and 
contained curtains and vails of fine twined linen, and of blue, and 
purple, and scarlet decorated with the images of cherubims in the 
finest needlework.  

It had taches of gold and taches of brass which were hooks for 
coupling the linen curtains together.

Its upright boards were overlaid with gold set in sockets of silver.

It was covered with fine twined linen, goat's hair, ram's skins dyed 
red, and badgers' skins.  

Its overall dimensions were 45 feet long by 15 feet wide by 15 feet 
high.



Inside, the tabernacle was divided into two sections:

the Holy Place where the priest ministered daily to the Lord 
measured 30 feet long by 15 feet wide by 15 feet high...

and the Most Holy Place where the high priest could enter in only 
once a year, into the presence of God, to make atonement for the sins 
of the people.

The Most Holy Place measured 15 feet long by 15 feet wide by 15 
feet high, a perfect cube.

The Holy Place and the Most Holy Place were separated by an inner 
vail of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen with the 
cherubims of needlework.

This vail hung on four pillars of shittim wood overlaid with gold, set 
in four sockets of silver, and hanging on hooks of gold.

There was also an outer vail of blue, and purple, and scarlet,and fine 
twined linen, wrought with needlework which comprised the door of 
the tabernacle.

It hung on five pillars of shittim wood overlaid with gold, set in 
sockets of brass,  and hanging from gold hooks.

The court around the tabernacle was formed by a fence which 
extended 150 feet long by 75 feet wide by 7 ½ feet high.

This fence was comprised of fine twined linen which hung on pillars 
of brass set in sockets of brass, and hooks of silver.



The gate of the court, which was on the east side was a hanging of 
30 feet of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen 
wrought with needlework.

It hung on four pillars and was divided into three sections.

The tabernacle contained seven pieces of furniture:

The ark of the covenant and the mercy seat were located in the Most 
Holy Place.

The table of shewbread, the golden candlestick, and the altar of 
incense were located in the Holy Place.

The brass altar was located in the outer court just inside the gate of 
the court.

The laver of brass was located between the brasen altar and the door 
of the tabernacle.

The fencing of fine twined linen curtains surrounded and thus 
enclosed the tabernacle and its furniture and also served to form the 
outer court.

Moses built the tabernacle according to God's exact specifications 
based on what he was shown on mount Sanai.

Ex 25:8,9
25:8 And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among 
them.

25:9 According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the 
tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so 



shall ye make it.

***

PURPOSE
One purpose of the tabernacle was to provide an earthly dwelling 
place for God among His redeemed people Israel

Ex 25:8
25:8 And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among 
them.

God desires to dwell among His people.

God desires to have fellowship with man.

The tabernacle pictures the physical body of the saved born again 
believer which provides an earthly dwelling place for the Holy Spirit 
of God today.

Ephesians 2:19-22
2:19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 
2:20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 
2:21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an 
holy temple in the Lord: 
2:22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit.

***



As a token of His presence among the Israelites and because God 
wanted His people to know that he dwelt in the midst of them, God 
provided the cloud by day and the fire by night to overshadow the 
tabernacle.

Exodus 40:34-38
40:34 Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the 
glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

40:35 And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the 
congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the tabernacle.

40:36 And when the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, 
the children of Israel went onward in all their journeys: 

40:37 But if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed not till 
the day that it was taken up.

40:38 For the cloud of the LORD was upon the tabernacle by day, 
and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, 
throughout all their journeys.

Today, the Christian does not need tokens to know that God is 
always with us because we walk by faith, not by sight.

Hebrews 13:5
13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content 
with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee.

***

Another purpose of the tabernacle was to provide a means whereby 
atonement for sin could be made and the sinner could enjoy peace 
with God.



Leviticus 17:5
17:5 To the end that the children of Israel may bring their sacrifices, 
which they offer in the open field, even that they may bring them 
unto the LORD, unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
unto the priest, and offer them for peace offerings unto the LORD.

God desires to have peace with man.

We who are saved are justified by faith, that is we are declared 
righteous, and therefore we have peace with God.

Romans 5:1
5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ:

***

Another purpose of the tabernacle was to provide a way of access 
into God's presence.

Exodus 29:42, 43
29:42 This shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your 
generations at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before 
the LORD: where I will meet you, to speak there unto thee.

29:43 And there I will meet with the children of Israel, and the 
tabernacle shall be sanctified by my glory.

This pictures the direct access to God that the Christian has today 
through Jesus Christ.



Romans 5:1, 2
5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

5:2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

***

The tabernacle also has another purpose.

It foreshadows the person and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
redeeming men's souls to God.

***

PICTURE
Everything in the tabernacle points to Jesus.

Its materials, its measurements, its method of construction.

The first item that God commanded Moses to build was the ark of 
the covenant with the mercy seat.

When a man builds a house he builds the outside first with walls and 
a roof and doors, and then afterward he will furnish it with tables 
and chairs and decorations.

In the tabernacle, God's method was to begin building the inside first 
and then He proceeded outward.

Likewise, if a man is going to be saved the work of salvation must 
be initiated by God. 



The work of salvation began in the heart of a merciful God who 
reaches out to lost humanity.

It's the shepherd that goes looking for the lost sheep.

The sheep don't go looking for the shepherd.

***

Ark of the Covenant
The ark of the covenant clearly pictures Jesus Christ.

It was a chest made of shittim wood which is said to be a hard, 
durable, close-grained wood and was overlaid with pure gold inside 
and out.

Wood represents the humanity of Christ.

Jer 23:5
23:5 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and 
shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.

The ark was overlaid with pure gold.

Gold represents the Divinity or Deity of Jesus.

The wood overlaid with pure gold pictures God manifest in the flesh 
in the person of His Son Jesus Christ.



Col 2:9
2:9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

Just as wood and gold are completely different materials, so God and 
man are completely different one from the another.

Just as the ark possessed both the nature of the wood and the nature 
of the gold, so Jesus possesses both His nature as God and His 
nature as man.

In order to be our Saviour, it was necessary for Jesus to be both God 
and man.

If He had not become man, He could not have died for our sins.

If He were not also God, He could not have resurrected from the 
dead and would have remained in the grave leaving us with no hope 
of salvation.

The resurrection of Jesus is the definitive guarantee of salvation 
from sin to those who put their trust in Him.

***

Let's look at the dimensions of the ark.

In Ex 25:10 the size of the ark is given in cubits.

A cubit was measured as being the distance from the tip of a man's 
elbow to the tip of his fingers and was generally accepted as being 
eighteen inches.



Using this measurement, we can conclude that the ark was 45 inches 
long by 27 inches wide by 27 inches high. 

Or, we can also say that the ark was 3 feet, 9 inches long by 2 feet, 3 
inches wide by 2 feet, 3 inches high.

Please notice that whether we use cubits, feet, or inches, the 
dimensions of the ark are given in fractions or odd numbers.

These fractional measurements symbolize that, presently, we only 
have partial knowledge of God and of Christ and that our 
understanding is, for the moment, incomplete.

1 Cor 13:9-12
13:9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.

13:10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in 
part shall be done away.

13:11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish 
things.

13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: 
now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.

***
Now let's consider the crown upon the ark which we read about in 
Exodus 25:11.

This was a crown of pure gold which circumvented the top of the 
ark.

A crown represents royalty, authority, power.



Rev 19:11-12, 16
19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he 
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness 
he doth judge and make war.

19:12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 
crowns...

19:16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, 
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.

In order to discuss the function of the golden crown on the ark we 
must talk about the mercy seat.

Mercy Seat
In the Most Holy Place, sitting on top of the ark was the mercy seat 
of the two cherubims facing each other and looking down at the 
mercy seat.

This shows their reverence and their humility in the presence of God 
and serves as a lesson for us.

The mercy seat was made of one solid piece of pure gold. 

Ex 25:17-22

This was God's throne on the earth when he dwelt among the 
Israelites.

This was where the presence of God would be when Aaron sprinkled 
the blood of the sacrifice once a year on the mercy seat to make 
atonement for the sins of the people.



The mercy seat served as the lid over the ark.

You will notice that its measurements for length and breadth are 
given in verse 17,  but there is no measurement given as to its height 
or depth or thickness.

That is because God's mercy is immeasurable.

God's mercy is beyond measurement.

God's mercy is beyond human comprehension.

Notice also in verse 21, God commands Moses to put the testimony 
into the ark that God will give him.

The testimony are the tables of stone which contain the law.

So, in the ark sits the law which condemns man to death for his 
inability to keep it.

Above the law and completely covering the law is the mercy seat.

If the mercy seat were to be removed then the law would be 
unrestrained in bringing judgment upon the guilty sinner.
The purpose of the golden crown which completely encircled the top 
of the ark was to keep the mercy seat from falling off the ark 
whether it was sitting in the tabernacle or while it was being 
transported on the shoulders of the priests from place to place in 
their wilderness wanderings.

As long as the mercy seat was kept in place by the golden crown the 
law remained under the mercy seat and judgment against sin was 



restrained.

Where there is no mercy, there is only death for the sinner.

But, for the lost sinner who receives God's mercy through His Son 
Jesus Christ, the law has no power.

The golden crown on the ark represents the power of a King.

The fact that it's made of pure gold signifies Divinity.

Therefore, God's mercy is maintained by God's Divine Power.

***

Table of Shewbread

The table of shewbread sat on the north side of the Holy Place.

It measured 3 feet long by 18 inches wide by 27 inches high.

It had 12 loaves of unleavened bread laid out in the center of the 
table surrounded by a golden crown representing the twelve tribes of 
Israel.
The golden crown was surrounded by a border space of about 4 ½ 
inches wide and the border space was surrounded by another golden 
crown which comprised the outer edge of the table.

The gold utensils described in Exodus 25:29 were laid out on this 
border.

The wood of the table which symbolizes the humanity of Christ was 



overlaid with pure gold which symbolizes His deity, once again 
picturing the nature of Jesus as both God and man in the same 
person.

The table of shewbread pictures a place of fellowship and feasting.

Because God became man it is possible for sinful man to have 
fellowship with Him.

Notice that the table is set by God, not man.

In Psalm 23:5 David said: “Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies”.

Fellowship with God is not a human achievement but is always a 
divine activity initiated by God.

***

Notice that the height of the table, 27 inches, was the same as the 
height of the mercy seat, 27 inches.

This shows that no experience of fellowship with God is ever greater 
than the experience of His mercy.

1John 1:3
1:3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 
also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

***



The twelve loaves of shewbread denote God's faithful provision for 
each of the twelve tribes of Israel.

The shewbread also plainly pictures Jesus Christ as God's provision 
for the Christian.

John 6:32-35
6:32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses 
gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the 
true bread from heaven.

6:33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, 
and giveth life unto the world.

6:34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.

6:35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh 
to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst.

Notice that only the priests could partake of the shewbread.

Mark 2:25, 26
2:25 And he said unto them, Have ye never read what David did, 
when he had need, and was an hungred, he, and they that were with 
him? 
2:26 How he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the 
high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat 
but for the priests, and gave also to them which were with him?

So, who are the priests today who partake of Jesus, that true bread 
which came down from heaven?



Rev 1:4-6
1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, 
and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; 
and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; 

1:5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first 
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto 
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

1:6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to 
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

1Pet 2:9
2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of 
him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;

We Christians are that priesthood.

1Cor 11:26-29
11:26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
shew the Lord's death till he come.

11:27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup 
of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord.

11:28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup.

11:29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.

Only the priests in the tabernacle were permitted by God to eat the 
shewbread.



This speaks of how only the saved, born again, believer in Jesus 
Christ is permitted by God to partake of the Lord's supper.

***

Notice the two golden crowns on the table of shewbread.

The inner crown which held the loaves in place and the outer crown 
which bordered the edge of the table.

This pictures how Jesus was Himself crowned twice.

Once as the suffering Saviour:

Matt 27:29
27:29 And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon 
his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee 
before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!

And crowned again as the victorious, risen Saviour:

Heb 2:9
2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for 
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the 
grace of God should taste death for every man.

***
We mentioned earlier the border around the shewbread about 4 ½ 
inches wide between the inner crown and the outer crown.

This is where the gold dishes and spoons and covers and bowls 
would be laid out for the service of the tabernacle.



The border provided a space of separation between the shewbread 
and the outer edge of the table.

This suggests separation from the world.

In Ex 11:7 God clearly differentiated His redeemed people Israel 
from the people of Egypt:

Ex 11:7
11:7 But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move 
his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that the 
LORD doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.

Likewise today, God puts a difference between His church and the 
lost world:

2Cor 6:14-18
6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness? 

6:15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he 
that believeth with an infidel? 

6:16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye 
are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in 
them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people.

6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive 
you.

6:18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.



***

Golden Candlestick
Ex 25:31-40

The golden candlestick was made of one talent of one solid piece of 
pure gold.

One commentator estimated that this would put the weight of the 
candlestick at about 125 pounds.

The pure gold denotes the inner nature of Jesus Christ as God and 
the eternal nature of Jesus Christ as God.
It had one shaft in the center and three branches coming out of each 
of its two sides.

These held seven lights which illuminated the Holy Place where the 
priests ministered.

Notice that there are no measurements given for the golden 
candlestick.

This is because divine light has no earthly measurement.

The golden candlestick clearly pictures Jesus as well as the Holy 
Spirit:

John 8:12
8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life.



Notice that there were no windows in the tabernacle.

The only light in God's sanctuary was the light He provided.

The service of the priests could only be done by the light that God 
provided.

Natural light was not allowed.

Likewise, we cannot serve God by our own natural reasoning but 
only by obeying the light of His word.

3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine 
own understanding.

3:6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

***
There were seven lamps or lights on the golden candlestick picturing 
the seven spirits of God in Revelation chapter one.

Rev 1:4
1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, 
and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; 
and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; 

What are the seven spirits of God?

Isaiah 11:1,2
11:1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a 
Branch shall grow out of his roots: 
11:2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 



The seven lamps on the golden candlestick also picture the seven 
churches in Revelation 1:4.

Rev 1:4
1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia:

What are we?

We are a church.

What are we supposed to do?

We are to carry the light of the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
world.

Matt 5:14-16
5:14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot 
be hid.

5:15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on 
a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.

5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

***
Notice that the six branches come out of the candlestick, not as an 
attachment to the shaft but as part of the whole entire piece.

John 15:5 
15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I 
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing.



Notice that the seven individual lamps on the golden candlestick all 
give off one light.

This shows the unity of Christ with His church:

John 17:20-23
17:20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word;

 17:21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me.

17:22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that 
they may be one, even as we are one:

17:23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in 
one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast 
loved them, as thou hast loved me.

***

Brasen Altar a.k.a. Altar of Burnt Offerings
Ex 27:1-8
27:1 And thou shalt make an altar of shittim wood, five cubits long, 
and five cubits broad; the altar shall be foursquare: and the height 
thereof shall be three cubits.

27:2 And thou shalt make the horns of it upon the four corners 
thereof: his horns shall be of the same: and thou shalt overlay it with 
brass.

27:3 And thou shalt make his pans to receive his ashes, and his 
shovels, and his basons, and his fleshhooks, and his firepans: all the 
vessels thereof thou shalt make of brass.



27:4 And thou shalt make for it a grate of network of brass; and 
upon the net shalt thou make four brasen rings in the four corners 
thereof.

27:5 And thou shalt put it under the compass of the altar beneath, 
that the net may be even to the midst of the altar.

27:6 And thou shalt make staves for the altar, staves of shittim wood, 
and overlay them with brass.

27:7 And the staves shall be put into the rings, and the staves shall 
be upon the two sides of the altar, to bear it.

27:8 Hollow with boards shalt thou make it: as it was shewed thee in 
the mount, so shall they make it.

The brasen altar was made of shittim wood overlaid with brass.

Wood denotes the humanity of Christ.

Brass denotes divine righteousness in judgment.

In Revelation 1:12-15 Jesus is seen judging the seven churches in 
Asia where His eyes were as a flame of fire and His feet like unto 
fine brass as if they burned in a furnace.

The brasen altar measured 7 ½ feet long by 7 ½ wide by 4 ½ feet 
high.

It was situated between the gate of the court and the laver of brass.

It had a horn on each of its four corners.

Horns denote power.

God has the power to punish sinners.



Luke 12:5
12:5 But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which 
after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, 
Fear him.

The horns of the altar also represent another kind of power for those 
who come to God through His Son Jesus Christ.

John 1:12
1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

***

The brasen altar had a brass grate in the middle of it where the 
priests laid the animal sacrifices and burned them with fire.

Every morning a lamb was burned there and every evening a lamb 
was burned there.

The brasen altar pictures the cross of Jesus Christ where the Lamb of 
God was offered for the sins of the world.

***
When a Hebrew sinner brought a sacrifice to the gate of the 
tabernacle to make atonement for his sins the first thing he saw just 
inside that gate was fire.

Fire and smoke billowing up from the brasen altar!

The brasen altar pictures death and hellfire.

Fire denotes God's judgment on sin.



God destroyed Sodom and Gommorah by raining fire and brimstone 
from heaven. Genesis 19:24 

In judgment upon Nadab and Abihu God devoured them with fire. 
Leviticus 10:2 

The Israelite coming with a sacrifice to atone for his sins would 
stand at the gate of the court at one end of the tabernacle and the 
mercy seat of God would be sitting at the other end of the tabernacle 
and the brasen altar would be right inbetween the two of them.
The tabernacle demonstrates that you cannot approach God until you 
first deal with your sin.

Prov 28:13
28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.

***
The tabernacle had only one altar of sacrifice.

The brasen altar was the only place that God provided where the 
offering for sin could be made.

This pictures Jesus Christ as the only way to God.

There is no other way.

John 14:6
14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

***



 Altar of Incense
Ex 30:1-10

30:1 And thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon: of shittim 
wood shalt thou make it.

30:2 A cubit shall be the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth 
thereof; foursquare shall it be: and two cubits shall be the height 
thereof: the horns thereof shall be of the same.

30:3 And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, the top thereof, and 
the sides thereof round about, and the horns thereof; and thou shalt 
make unto it a crown of gold round about.

30:4 And two golden rings shalt thou make to it under the crown of 
it, by the two corners thereof, upon the two sides of it shalt thou 
make it; and they shall be for places for the staves to bear it withal.

30:5 And thou shalt make the staves of shittim wood, and overlay 
them with gold.

30:6 And thou shalt put it before the vail that is by the ark of the 
testimony, before the mercy seat that is over the testimony, where I 
will meet with thee.

30:7 And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: 
when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it.

30:8 And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn 
incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the LORD throughout 
your generations.

30:9 Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, 
nor meat offering; neither shall ye pour drink offering thereon.

30:10 And Aaron shall make an atonement upon the horns of it once 
in a year with the blood of the sin offering of atonements: once in the 
year shall he make atonement upon it throughout your generations: it 
is most holy unto the LORD.



***

The altar of incense was made of shittim wood, showing the 
humanity of Christ.

It was overlaid with pure gold, showing the deity of Christ picturing 
both God and man in the person of Jesus.

As man, Christ knows our needs.
As God, He provides for our needs.

The altar of incense measured 27 inches long by 27 inches wide by 
36 inches high.

It had a horn on the top of each of its four corners and a gold crown 
all around the top of it.

The horns of the altar speak of Christ's power to intercede for us on 
our behalf.

The golden crown speaks of the exalted Christ who conquered death, 
hell, and the grave.

On earth He wore a crown of thorns.

In heaven He is crowned with glory and honour.

Heb 2:9
2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels 
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by 
the grace of God should taste death for every man.

The altar of incense was situated in the Holy Place directly in front 



of the inner vail.

Aaron and his sons were to burn incense on it every morning and 
every evening perpetually throughout their generations.

Once a year, on the day of atonement, Aaron would place the blood 
of the sacrifice on the horns of the altar.

The altar of incense symbolizes prayer.

Ps 141:2
141:2 Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the 
lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Rev 8:3,4
8:3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden 
censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should 
offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was 
before the throne.

8:4 And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of 
the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand.

***

Where the brasen altar pictured the work of Christ on the cross as 
our sacrifice...the altar of incense pictures the work of Christ as our 
high  priest after His death and resurrection.

Heb 1:1-3
1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophets, 



1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 

1:3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of 
his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when 
he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high: 

Heb 7:25
7:25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 
for them.

The golden altar of incense not only symbolizes the ministry of Jesus 
as our mediator who perpetually prays for his believers but also 
symbolizes the ministry of the priesthood of believers who are to 
continually offer up prayer to God on behalf of each other.

James 5:16
5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much.

1Thess 5:17
5:17 Pray without ceasing.

That Aaron was to burn incense every morning and every evening 
shows the need of the regularity of prayer.



Ps 55:17
55:17 Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: 
and he shall hear my voice.

Notice also that the altar of incense was located before the mercy 
seat.
 
This shows that all answers to prayer are an extension of the mercy 
of God.

Therefore, our attitude in prayer should be one of humility.

In heaven, Jesus prays to the Father with our names on His lips.

On earth, we pray to the Father with the name of Jesus on our lips.

***

Laver of Brass
Ex 30:17-21
30:17 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 30:18 Thou shalt 
also make a laver of brass, and his foot also of brass, to wash withal: 
and thou shalt put it between the tabernacle of the congregation and 
the altar, and thou shalt put water therein.

30:19 For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet 
thereat: 30:20 When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, 
they shall wash with water, that they die not; or when they come 
near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the 
LORD: 30:21 So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they 
die not: and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even to him and to 
his seed throughout their generations.



***

The laver of brass held water for the priests to wash their hands and 
feet every time they went in to perform the service of the tabernacle.

It speaks of cleansing before service and is a type of the word of 
God and of the Holy Spirit.

In Psalm 119:9 the psalmist said:

Ps 119:9
119:9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking 
heed thereto according to thy word.

In John 15:3 Jesus said:
John 15:3
15:3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto 
you.

***

Notice the placement of the laver.

It speaks of cleansing after the cross.

Where the brasen altar of sacrifice represents the believers 
justification based on the finished work of Christ on the cross, which 
was a one time event, the laver speaks of the believers santification 
which continues throughout his lifetime.



Just as the priests in the tabernacle became very dirty handling slain 
and bloodied animals and walking on the dirt floor, so the Christian 
believer is defiled by the world and is in need of daily santification 
by the word of God.

In John 17:17 Jesus said:

John 17:17
17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

***
Notice that no size is given for the laver of brass 

That is because no limit can be placed on the word of God.

The cleansing power of God's word is beyond human measurement.

Neither is there any mention of the shape of the laver.

This is because the work of the Holy Spirit through His word is not 
limited to any particular form.

In John 3:8 Jesus told Nicodemus:

John 3:8
3:8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so 
is every one that is born of the Spirit.

***
Just as Aaron and his sons had to wash frequently in order to 
perform the service of the tabernacle, so too must the Christian wash 
frequently in the word of God.



***

The typology of Jesus Christ in the tabernacle is an enormous study 
and we haven't even begun to scratch the surface of this tremendous 
subject.

If anything, this study of the Tabernacle has only served to 
strengthen my faith in the Authorized Version of the Holy Bible.

The dating for the tabernacle in the wilderness is said to be around 
1450 B.C..

That's 15 centuries before Jesus went to the cross in 33 A.D..

The tabernacle stood in silent witness to what Jesus would do to save 
men's souls 1500 years before He did it.

Amen.






